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(The Btory-Telling Mashine:In:the hnuse
61 wally Wanderoon, 'the lttle! old
mif, (wha ia looking,  tor the Gond
fimnd we Used to have, having pro-
diced weveral storles whidh are' vas
rlotsly recalved by Willy Wanderoon,
o dhildren and tha slory-teller hims
aelt; Drisaliln tolly tales thit aro real
slories nccording to her mind.)

Thers was sllence for o littla  while,
and | then "wally Wanderoon prolended
to wike Gp with a anort,  “Are you fln-
{ahed?” ho asked. ‘'Are you right ter-

‘fnin thot you  didn't leave roul sixty er
. soventy chaptora?
call!

Wa'd lilke to have it

“Not mal exclalmed Drusilla, “Nuft'
nuff, an’ too much & & plenly. . 1 bet
yott I kift tell you one dat You'd |lke ter
hear; an' tuln't no nigeer inlo nother, Ay
granmammy tole 1t ler me wn' she sild
sho got It fum da white folku.'"

Drusilia pleked at her frock a moment,
as i trylng to recall soma ot the incl-
dents of the slory, and: then hegan,  As
It miist have a name, it | just as woll to
eall It ! ;

MACK AND HIS MAGIC RING. |

“One tlme dey wuz a man what had
sech n blg fambly dot he wuz hard
pushed for tor feed um nll, Ho had thir-

[ ton childun, an' do biggest wa'nt mo'n

fitleen, Doy wuz so many un um dat
dey took turns at gwino ter bed hongry,
an' den, bimeby, dey come a bad crop
year,,De senson wuz o dry dat dey can't
sven ralsa {aters,  Dey sclutfol ‘long de
best dey could, but It go so otter o long
o tima dat sump'n gotter be done, an' de
oldest boy, he up an' say dat' he gwine
somerd | whar he kin arn hls llyin’ and
miyba he'p his daddy an’ mammy.

"Well, dey wuz great ons when da time
comu far hilm ter go 'way, ' Dey all cried
an' cried an' eried, tell it look ke dey
wuz gwinler ery der eyes oul.

“Et you'll take notlee, poor folke llke
der famblies & heap better dan what rich
tolkes does. | Anyhow, dat's what my
granny Biy, an she sho did know, kaze
uhe wiz mighty nlgh n hundred yeara ol',
en' she had seed sights In her day an’
time. . i

“Dish yer hoy wuz name Mack Sump'n
er '‘Nothor—I 'done’ fergot whal—so '1'll
dés call 'Im plain Mack, an' let It go' at
dat, | 'Taln't’ gwinter hurt ‘Im, knze he
dono dead by dis time; my granny say
he tlono kick loose fum his troubles long
‘fo' 1 wuz born. i) [

*Well, his' mammy, she packed up de
duds, eryin® all de'time. | Bhe put um In
a bag, an Inter da beg she slipped o few
1aters, an’ o little rasher er bacon, not

" mo'n nuff /for ter last'n hongry man tive

minnits, ' An' dat ar Mook, stidderiwalt-
in* tell nex’ mornin' lke ha'say ho gwine-
tor do, slung his bag on his hack, got his
walkin'-cane, an’’ put down the road llke,
somp'n wuz glierd him; he dldn't wanter
tell um rll goodbye. © But when dey fin'
out dat he dona gone, I' bet you dey wus
wheepin’ an' whalln' 'inidat house—el you
kin call It & housa,

‘"Whiles all dls ‘wuz gwine on Mack,
he wuz polln' down de blg road.  Ef ho
didn't ‘ory it wuz kaze he aln't got no
pockethandcher,  Ho went on, he did,
un' bimaby ho coma ter do place whar do
road forked. | He knowed daet une er de
rords led ter do town, kaze he hud been
dar wid his doddy, 'but, what de yulher
road lod to ha didnt¥no: no mo lde
man: in dé. mopn—gf: dey’s any man ide;
Ho stopped, ho'did, gn’ studdy; an’ whiles
notlon dat some’'un
wuz talkin® ter 'Im.  Dep he look all
'roun,’ en' dar under a troe wuz a lttle
ol' man, He wiz .bareheaded an' bare-
footed, an' he ain't got no coat. 3

“Dar he atood shlverin' an' shakin' un-
‘der’de tree, | Dep Mackiwuz mightly hold
up, kaze dnr wuz 4 mon wuss off dun
what he wuz—colder an' hungrier an'
npkeder, an' he never spected feor tar sea
gech o slght,  De llittle ol' man 'low, ‘My
head col’; loan me yo' hat! Mack Bny,
‘It afn’'t much uv er hat, but what dey
s you er mo ter, welcome tor.! | Da llttla
ol' mun say, 'My body col'; loan me yo
cont.' Mock ‘low, 'Et my ' coat'll keep

ou warm, It's mp' dan it's dpne fer mq;

ut you'r mo' d welcome fer {t.! Da
little ol man say, 'My feots col'j loan mo
yo' shoes.' Mack 'low, ‘Taka um; If dey
keop | yo' | fools warm, il ba mo'' dan
dey'vo dono fer me. Da little o' man
say, ‘I'm hongry. gl' me what vit{les you
got.' | Mack low, 'It's little nuff, but. 1
mpeck 1’1l do you me’ good dan what It
will me,! &n' wid dat, he pgun de lttle
ol man all da vittles be had 'cep' one
plece er bread, #

“Der.-lio ax de man what rond he shill
take, an’' de man say, ‘Luck s allers close
ter do left han'.!  So Mack tuck de left-
han' road, an he went along barefooted,
barsheaded, un wld nh coat fer ter keep
de eol’ out.  He went 'long tell he gun
ter git hopgry, an' bimeby, he rot down
on o log by de slde er de road, an’ murch-
ed his pleco or bread. { g

“He ain't been setiln' dar Jong 'fo’ he
hear o polse, on' when ha look ‘roun’, dar
wuz de llttlo ol' man settin' on de yuther
en' er da log. FHe wuz all drawed up
on' sawlvelled, but he’ had a blg bundle
in his han', an' he wuz des ez chippor ez
» jay-bird. Ha glggled Mko ha wiz mighty
nlgh tickald 'ter death. Mack ain't say
nothin’, but he lgok gt de man mlghty
nard.,  Blmeby, when' de little ol' man
potiover his glglin' spqll, he jook ni Mack
an' 'low, ‘mow dem, yYoung man, you dore
g’ me purty nigh eve'ything you hed, an'
now I'm gwina ter pay you hack, Taoke
digh yer bundle an' open it -

tHo sald, so don,  Mnck opened de hun-
dle, an' dor wuz o good sult er cloze,. a

‘rdeo palr er shoes an' o hat; pn' dey wuz

wll bran' new., Mpok went'In da bushes
nn' put um en, ap' whon' ho como bock
you wouldn't hardly ‘n-knowed him, ha
{ooked &g fing an' elean. Tl suld thanky-
do ter de man, ap’ mrde his best bow,
Dan de man g 'im o ring, . Ha 'low, he
did, dnt da ring wu# ton hig for Mack's
higgest flogar, but anyhow, he must lkeep
It on hig fingar, knze of ho losa it he'll
ha onlueky! But-ef he don't lose It ap!
keep It nnhla Mnger—da blg finger or
hig left ! han'—he kip do ‘anything he try
ter do.

""Mack look at da ring an' try It on,
an' when ha Lurn 'roun’ for Ler say thanky
ter de Jittle ol' man, day wasn't nobedy
dar. e look an' look, hut dey aln'l
nobody in slght, ‘an’ 1t make 'im teel
mighty quare, kaza he ain't boen use er
folks fodim nway rlght befn' his eyes, lla

" picked up his foots, ar' I bat yau he gat

wway fum dor,

“Fim went on an' went an, nn' bimeby,
witer s long a time, he oome Inter a
Rew tountry, an' inidat couniry he hear
‘hout da guare dein's er de king. Bome
sny he  had ‘mn' sepss dan what ary
wuather king had, an'some say he wuz
wtnrk-naked erazy, | Magk lls'en nt-sll
dig talk, but he aln't say nothin', When
dey px“lm 'hout de king, he say he don't
know de Xing, ‘an' 'da Kking don't lnow
nim. Den dey gay dat he de ve'y man
fer ter seitlo a 'spute what dey been
hevin', an' den dey ax 'lm what he think
uv & king 'what wanter gl his daughlor
ter,do man what kin clean out his stables,

gweep out his back-yard, an' flll up
da dry well,

UMack ax ef anybody s gver tried
fer tev do all dis, Dey say dat’ hundreds
or folks Is trled, an' coms 'way widout
aoint one er da yuther, | Den Mack 'low,
he did, dat de klng is smart man, keze
he huntin' fer samebody what kin do het-

den anypody else, an' he gy he
gwineter take da job, an' Bea el he cap't
show do! king how he olean up thlpgs
&t his house, R | A

"Well, de word went round dat g young
reaT um A fup country ie gwinter by Bl

\

haf! at eleanin’ out dg place whar de
kihg doh ' hin' kingln' 'an’ himaly It"eome
tor de yonr er da king an' he dew lny
back oh ks th'one ‘an' laughed tell he
can't faugh no mo'; an' den he call {n his
daughter an’ tol' her dut dey whse an-
other fool aotnin' ter ter slean out his
.stabla, Hé broke out [n o hosa lnugh, but
4o gnl, she aln't seq da Joko dia timo, Bho
sob dar en' twis' het aproh-slrihg, an'
vow dit sho aln't gwinter play no sech
gimaj whe ‘low dat blmeby some good-
fer-nothin'li\ eome ‘an' do what nobody
else oan't do, an' den she'll hatter mar-
£y 'Im whedder er fid, ' 8he say ehe done
mokoup her min' what ler do, nn she
gwinler do |b

“"Bo she wont an’ fix heraslt up like ona
ar da poor folke,  Bho shuclied’ hor ailk |
duda an' nll her flna cloze, an' come out'n |
hor 'robm tookin' for all da worl! {lke she
Iy'longed Lér dé poor white trash, an''when
Madk dome walkln'/'roln' db yard ter de
housa whar do kingin' wuz done, she wuz
walkin' 'reup’ de yerd barefooted, an' hor
cloze ' lookted  llke doy 'hed been [lahed
outar de rag-bhng,

Mook say howdy, an' tuck off his hab
Do gal 'low, You couln't do no mo' ef
}’.wu;_ de king's doughter.! Mnack sny,
I bet you er lots purtier dam what de
!:dnra diaughter 8/’ = De gal make inswer

an't no puttier, an' 1 ain't got ne fine
clore ke ' do king's doughter, | "What you
want ‘roun’ here, anyhow?  Mack ‘low,
‘1 may wint you ‘fo' I Rglt thoo, but what
1 'want right now is fer somebody ter rdn
an' tell da king dat dey's o men out hers
what want ter do somie cleanli’ for''lm.!
Do gal want 'roun de. bick way, an’ bimao-
by domebody coma ter de door, an’ ax
Mack  what*he wart.! Mack say he des
wanter do some clennin’ fer do king, Bome
un done tol' ', he suy, dut de King want
his ‘stabla cleaned out,'an' hig back yard
swop'. -Da door-keeper run an' tol' de
!I(ng. an' he tol' um far ter show de fool

n.

YHo Mnck, he went th whar do king wuz
an'’he seed mo' fine doln's dan ho ever
sea befo! In all his born days. Hé mirced
up in de kyarpits, an' come mighty nigh
walkln' headfo'most In & hig looking-glass
on do wall.  'Bout dat tlme he gun tor
feol shaky, an' he got de ldee dat may-
he he'd como ter de wrong place;  But he
helt up his head ‘an' make llke he been
use ier dat  kinder doin's all ‘hia life.
Bimeby de house gal come an' tol' ‘'Im
danl (e king'd seo 'tm, an' she showed 'Im
Inter a great big room dat! look ‘like IL'd
hal® ‘a’ hundred folks, mn' upon & [lat-
form ot de aing.  Ha had hls hankcher
on ‘hlg mouf fer ter keep tum laughin,’
an' eve'y onco In a while he'd mighly
nigh strangle ‘hisself wid coughin’,

“Mack' tol' ‘hlm howdy ez perilte ez ha
could, an’ bowed ez’ low cz he kntwed
how.: Den do king sny dat de folks what,
tol' 'Im dat aln't no lp; an’ den he went
‘on ler say dat he been Lryin' fer de
longest kind of a time fer ter glt Eoma-
body what kin clean out his stable, sween
his back yard an' fill o dry well. ' Mack
'low dat he'll try ter do de béat he kin.

Y30 do king, ter malke sho er malter,
tol' ‘lm dat.af ho done de job, he mought
marry his daughter, an' ef he can't do
da job he'll hatter' go ter jall fer a spell,
an''den ‘he sont fer de ‘carringe driver an’
tol' ‘Im ter show de young man whar de
slzble {a.  Dey alp't no two wiys about
it, 'Mrck wuz feelin’ shaky, an' ef he could
‘a' backed oul er doin' de job he wouldn't
'a' gono nigh de stable, but dar he wuz
an' he couldn't glt out'niit,  Bo dar he
wuz, He looked In da stabls, an’ It wuz
mighty nlgh chock full er dirt an' siraw,
But he shucked his coat an' got 'lm a
spade an' wenl ter work, 0 o

“Now, den, when dack tuck: oft his coat
‘hig ring drappad on ‘de groun'‘close by,
put he nin't miss .  Fe des grabbed de
spade an' went ter work, ‘but far eve'y
shovel full he th'owed out, seven shovels
full ‘eama In 8g'ln. | Ha worked on a
while, wonderin® how high de Jall wuz, an’
den all uv o sudden he missed his ring.
Ho knowad_ ho had It on whan he went
ter pull of his coat, an' so he hunted
*bout fer it, an' bimeby he foun' |t Dis
makae 'Im feal better. '

“1Bout dat tims de 'gal what he seed

g

WILLIE ZACHARIAB,

THE PRETTY GRANDCHILDREN
 OF CAPTAIN J. N..

"'““Ilj

I|“|“"
e
vl

BUSH

[/

THELMA BUSH. _ :

UNUAL BTARHSANT FOR THE YHAR BNDIMG DHORMbRR B, (564, o) TN
DITION, OF ‘ti{H UARTFORD NTAAM NOILBR '%W"ﬂﬁ’"@w”ﬂm“w
'\ 4 3 T i T I
e B e B A T AT AR bl ‘vc_lt 1N
UA#!ERE%"MT“P I&Wiﬁl&;mﬂﬂl‘&. 1 PIRRGH 1 # JUNA, 18y ot
UL i i {3 i
mancet Busliens, DUTODEL, (988] Htoine. Oftles, 850 MA u'sr'l‘:“ﬂwru_.'}h'm{rom m‘ft’m_
GAPITAL, Ao i
mm%':i S}”E‘:'. Atock nilliléorgmd,' i;.:ugn'l-w; BULNEELHEE fofibusiied %% i
] CHP R BB  RE [} .
Amount of te iadnr mﬂ'u. Degember Bikt of previotn .'rll-r.:uu hadiviareniie Kaged o

(HOOME DURING THE YEAR,
: Htaam nomfi

Gront pramitma nipald D ber D1t Iaat year pald. o 9, 370,087

Gitosn premiums weitten and fanawed doting yeariiio. (1,000,603 BA
R 1, 780,8117.80 RN AN e

Deduet gross preinftimn now o courds of mu!ﬂllbﬂnui BOG, 040 08 SN REN L

Hutira premigma collectad during the yee ... 17,201 87

o4 - 104,360 B0

01481

“'mf.glﬁ o1
e dne 61

Deduet refisitancs, abatemont, rebate and return p

Intetest on bohda and divldends o atocka, ST (B ael BT
Intereat tipon other dabin dua-the dompany and on depoliu A 7
ey R T L L L T O R P et B S / 4
f! ettt e

AAito0e o8
ato & .

$1.871,708 39

Total tente and Interent, ..
P'eofit oA mile of roal estate, $4,
CHLE N B
Bpeclal ‘mechanieal servicesi,.

——
Talal (ncoma during 1he FOAP. i simsiiassssinisasonsssindsliisniariaarissiniiin

BUM Of Both AIIOWIENS ) od sadassssihsssnaseisasstnsssasssassarsanasinisaiies 8,807,088 103
FEGASR AR A L et

DIFBURAEMENTS DURING THE YEAR.
Btenm Boller:
Gross amount pald for elalma pting weokly 1 o000 808,104 0

Tiaairy $108,184 08

Net pald polloyholdara, o0l T
the year B0,
R17,018 B1

RN darR e bed .

Btookholdets ftor Intersst of dirldends amount dselnred ng
Comnileslonk oF brokerage to egents, lesn recelved on raltsuranci. i,
i1 agoncles,  not on

o

Balarlen,  teavallng dnd  nll exponscs of Agents
etmmisalon BREOURE. u i ii v ia e iad i 140,030 48
Inapaeatione, .o 0 453,588 8O
Balarien ond nll other
empioyes,  B25B00L . 0o Vi 08,400 00
Taxes ot promlume, $19,420.853 on - on real v B360.04; ineurance i & ¥
dopartmant fecs and ngents' licansesp $3,844.23) municipal llceares, 0 AL
VE BB 44w bbb n amb 4 i hand s adraaquharinboa i Waividiviadine 40,810 50 f
AL e L T R e T e M e s i gk 6,812 5O '
Legal axpeuses, $7131,401 renl estatn’ repalrs mnd expotass {othar than i
; L;txml{ ll{t.....“‘iﬁaﬁ.&b....ﬁ..,.&i!..,... . ;1,402 B9
Ffurnitilro | and  Oxtures 601 advertisln i -
statlonery, liu.ﬁsi.a!r..‘ .<..E' 34,048 75

oo anle of roal estats,
curliios, $3,401.87.. Ay
All oilior disbursementa (Itemize p
Total miscell axpencs, §1/000,740,00,

hee @

n':con;t.’): eﬂlc;'aé'eﬁu. 7y

daughter,' but Mack he say he des done
do job fer fun, kaze he'got his eye on
‘nother gal.  De king low, 'You mean do
gad what wux here des now? Mack say,
‘Yassaer.'  De king sorter grinned, but
he aln't lot on.

“Dan Mack Bx' ‘lm wharbouts ' ds dry
well Is, an' he mnke answer dat-{U's right
dar close tor de stable, an' sho nuff" dar
'twuz, an’ it look Ilke. |t wuz in about
A mile deep. Do king, he went on back
ter de house, whar he do his kingin', an'
Mack, he ‘whirled in fer ter il up de
dry well. ‘It look ks ad dirt what he
tuck fum de astables des werit an' got In
da dry well by itself, kazo when ho flung
one shovel full In, forty wheselbarrows
full would foller atter ‘an tall In de well
An 'twan't ten minnites 'fo' de well wuz
full up ter do top, i i

“Mack went on up ter'de houss, an' de
king, sottin' on de perch, seed 'lm/ He
'low, 'I'speck de well wuz too much for
you,' ' Mack say, 'No, sirres; I fulled It
up wid de/dlrt: flung ‘out'n de stabla.
'Twan't no trouble 'tall.’ ‘De king look
at 'lm right hard, an' say, !'looky here,
young man, what kinder chap Is you,
anyhow? Mack 'low, 'I'm des a com-
mon, eve'yday chap what aln't skeered
or ‘'work.” What T does 1 doea po easy
dat 1 don't charge nothin' for !
king say, "Well, dar'a de hack yard an’
do front yard fer ter clean up. Mack
How, ‘I'll lay off ter do dat ternight when

'de dus! won!t bodder:nobody.'

‘At dat de king laugh Joud an' laugh
long. Mack say, ‘You must sholy bo
tckled,! | Dig make de king laugh loudor
dan ever, an’ Mack went off ap' sot down
in de shade an' wondered what make de
king Jaugh so hard. Fle sot dar, he/did,
tell he got ter noddin', an’ den he fell
aralesp. | Whilaa he wuz sno'in’ do gal
come out ter see wharabouts he  wuz.
"'wan't long 'fo! she foun' ‘'lm, ‘ani den
she atood lookin' at 'lm, kinder smilin' ter
hersa'f.  When her eyo fcll on do ring
she flung back her head an' grinned. She
thought ter herse't dnt he gwineter marry
her anyhow, an' 'twouldn’t be no harm
fer. ter take de ring onbeknawnst ter 'Im.
8o she crope up, easy ez she kin, an'
slipped ‘de ring off'n his, finger, an’ went
flyin' ter de house. T

“Atter so long a ttme Mack woke up
an! missed his ring, an' righl den an'
dar ha had sho nuff trouble In his, min'.
He ain't got no fdee- whar de ring ls.

Heo knowed he had It on when/ he sot

down der, an® he couldn't maks out what
had gone wid |t. Blmeby de gal come
out fer ter sea ef he wiz wake, an' what
he gwinetor say 'bout his ring—you know

Mack waa polin' d

dwn the big road,

in.de frant yard er de King's housn comae
canterin' long, an' px 'lm liow he glttin'
long, Mm::kJ say ho gltdn' long purty
well {n eplto’er de conjerments,  Den de
41 tell "m dut he'll hatter marry de
king's daughter of he da all dat he aot
out ter da; but Mack, ho say, he did, dat
he'll not marry de king's daughter while
do gal he wuz talkin' wld wuz on top er
de ground, Dia mnke de gnrl blush, an'
ghe a% 'lm how come he'd ruther marry
her den ter marry de king's duughter, an'
Mack up an''say dat he dono seed her, nn'
he min't never sged da king's daughier,
Den de gnl sny, 'Spesen she lots purtler
dan what T {s? :

"Mack 'low, he did, dat she kin keep
her puty fer soma up/else.  Den he tell
de gal dnat he'll marry ler ef shie'll have
'Im, but she sy she ain't nothin' but a
Jginuae gal, an' gho don't: wanter stan' In
s way, kaze ha mought ba sorry he
married her stidder de king's daughler,
But Mack eay he aln't gwineter have It
dattaway, - De gal ain't say nothin' ter
dlz, but she ook mighty willln'i

Don Mack, wid his ring on his finger,
want ter wark eleanin! out da stable, an’
de way he made do trash ap' o dirt tly
wuz A plum slght ter see. De gal sy,
Yon come o kKing,' an' den she made
herse't skace.  Well, da' king come up,
he did, an' he wug so ‘stonlshed dat he
can't gay nothin'.  De dirt an' straw
gamo flyin' out' like It wuz run (hoo a
thrashin' ' machine, an' ef he hadn't 'a!

mped out'n de way' twould 'a' kivvered
i-ﬂm plum up, knze eve'y time Mack 'ud
fling out one shovel full 'ley'n ma' would
jumap up’an' foller atier, i

Da slable wiz clenned, out: whiles de
king wuz stan'in’ dap wid hlg. moul apen,
‘wnt when Mack come out, ‘ho 1ok | des

e,l'trerah ‘ez 8f he hadu't done no work,

king, he flow, ! ppeei you'll glt my

out shs coms, but
'hout his ripng, tol'

how gals s Well,
Mack, stinder talkin'
de gal dut ha'd hatter go pack howme. Ho
done had a drenmn dat  hls mamy wuz slek,
an' whila he'd Hke ter stay on 'count er
de gal, ha wus hleste fer go bagk ‘homa,

“Da gal leok sollum  when aho hear
Als kinder news, an' when she talle sho
had n inder etoh in har goozla,  Bho'sny,
I'm mighty sorry you gwine, atter whaot
you tol' me, but ef you gwine you battor
not: tell de king' Den 'she look at lis
han' on' say, ‘Law! whar yo! fino ring?
Mack 'low, /I done loat It, an' 1 oan't fin'
it nowhar, Dot ring wus my fortune;
I ean't do nothin' whiout 1t, 1 lald off
fer ter gl' Pou da ring what my manpuny
gl' ma whon 1 started on my journey,
but 'tain't no usp now; wid my gaod luck
ring gune I cap't pover hope ter gt you,'
De gal say, 'When yeu gwinsler atart?!
and he 'low dat he gwineter mnke tracks
fum dar des ez soon ez night come,

‘g gal gy ghe mighty sorry, an' Mack
say sho can't he half ez sorry ez he 'wug,
an' not nlgh es lonesoma. De gal sorter
stond 'roun’, woltln' fer Mack tew may
sump'n but he wuz feelln' ton badi ho
des hung hlg head an' sob dar wil hils
maouf shot,  Den de gal ax 'lm not ter
go tell he spa her, an' lia promiga dat he
won't ef ho kin see her 'fo' plght. .

ywell, des 'te' nlght fell, here come
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de gnl wid de ring  .Ghe nin't tell mo
talo 'hout 'It; she des up'n say dat'she
tuck It linze. she wanted) IL  She low,
‘Atter what you sald down yonder in:de
hoes-lot I felt I/ had ez good o right ter
dat ring ez any udder gal—nn' dat's why
I tuck it Mack say he ain't blamin® her
one bit, not one graln, an’ she look so
nlge when he say It dat Mack feel hils
henrt go IIIIpuity-Ilap. Bha coma up close
har  him w}mn sha gf' ‘lm de ring, an’
put her han' an his, an' 'twuz sech n
aoft lttle hon' ho can't he'p squeezin'® it
a litla bit.  But when he went ter put
his arm ‘roun’' her, she broke awny fum
‘im an' run in de louse des like she
oughter done, kaze she'd been ralse’ right
an' knowed what she wuz doln.'

“TWhen night ‘come, Mack got 'lm R
blg brush-Lroom'|an' started Ller sweep
de trush an' dift out'n de yard, (He
seed 'fo' de min went down how bad it
necded  eleanin’; an' he say ter hisse'f

De.

‘| nn’

HERMAN EARL RICHARDSON,
Son of Mr. and Mrs. W. T. Richardson.

dnt he don't  wanter marry da king's
daughter ef she aln’'t no’ better house-
kkeeper den ter let de front on' back yard
stay lookin' like dat. Ha skacely knowed
whar ter begin at, but when he did start
Inraihigh wind come up an' blowed de
dirt an’ trash '"way cx fast ez ho In raise
it wid his brush-Lroom: nan' blmeby he
ain't had tor sweéep ‘tall, kazo de win’
got Btronger an' stronger, an' it des plvk
up de trash an' de dust nn' tuck it cloan
awny. 1 I

*'Da king, he hear de wind, he dld,
an' he ax what all dat rolse ls,  Hls
doughter (spy  it's his -son-in-law. doin’
work dat he aln't got no businoss ter do.
Do king eay It's n blg/storm comin’ up,
nn' de gali'low dat hor sweet'nrt done
ecollad on Brer Wind fer, ter he'p ‘Ilm
swoep de yard,

“Dq king had a ldeo dat his daughter
wuz Elttin' mighty upplty, but he ain't
pay pathin.'  He des went inter his room
shucked off his duds an' went ter
bed but de gyl crope’ter ‘hor winder,
atter puttin® m_xi de lights, 'on' looked out,
By dat time Mack had dones finlsh de
fob, an' de yard wuz clean as da floor
er de house whar de king llve nt. Den
do gal, Bhe went ter bad nn' dremp
dreama. dot she aln't .dremp hbofa'.

“Da pex’ mornin' de king sont out an’
ax Mack fer ter come Inter brekkus, but
Mnack onswer dnt he tdono had' hs ‘brek-
kus too long ter talk 'bout.  Dem what
do do kingln' don't hntter git up soon In
de mornin', an' dey cnis der brekkus Inte,
Dish yer king what I'm a-tellin’ yon 'bout
wan't no better don any er’ de rest un
um. He had late breldius, un' hoa put on
alra, auw' sassed eve'y body when he feal
ke {t.  Dut hoe como out nbtter while,
an! he come mighty nigh falntin® when
he aeed how clean bofe’ his ynrds wuz.

“He 'low, ‘Whar did you plla de trush?
Muek say dat he don't b'lleve In doln’
7o half-way joh, so ha tuck'n tuck de
irnsh oft’ whar 'twon't pester nobody ne
mo,!  Dig make do king seratch his hend,
He bleezo ter stan' up. tep hig . promise,
an' 0 ha nx Mack In de house whar ha
do hia Kipgin' at, an' ax tm for tnke n
gept an' make hisso'f, comf'tubbls,  Den
de king glum up on hia th'one an' sont
oul fep hls majers an' his eap'ng, nn' n
whale lot ep yuther folks what ho know-
ed ‘right well, Whan dey all ooma do
king ‘low dai ho done promlse fer ter g!'
his daughter ter de moan: what kin eclean
out his atable, f11] de dry well an' sweop
da front an' back yord, | tAll er you-all
done Lry It any ean't do it.! de king say.
‘an' o whola passel of folks fum wny off
yon',' an' doy nln't none un um kin do
It but dlah fyer youns mnn fum de coun-
try, 1 got tor keep my Lromise,' do king

BRY,
wid dat dsy all hung der hends 'cep’
Mack. IHeo des sot dar thinkin' how he

Kin tell de king dat he dan't want his

deughter without makin' 'Im blazin' mad,
Bimoby hae gun ter thin 'bout de yuther
gal, an' he got right up 'np' tol' ds king
dnt he aln’t eharge 'tmopothin' fer what
ho done, kage ho done. gl' his promlse

ter 'nather gnl,

Doy all ook at 'lm ke dsy think he
done lose his min'.  De king sny dut-his
daughter |s o mighty nlee gol, dat Mnok
will gho ke her, bagk say he don't
tsputa dnt, kazo wld Bech n nlee duddy,
sha oan't ho'pbein' nloa. Do king 'low
dpt Muglk had better ses her hoto! he 'fusa
ter have her, Mack day ha'll he mighly
glad tap ee her, hut he' dope mpke. hia
promisa tpp 'nother gal, - Wid dat de
king. sant fer his dnughter, an' when
gl como In Mack seed dat sha want no-
hody but de gal what Bhe done slrucken
wid,! i
0Te hat all?! nsked Bweotest Busan.

wpain't hall,'t repll Drusilla,  "13¢
[oavux tor tell you &1l gat Alueck done
wid def ring, Ui keep you hore o weck
ar mo'l.”

i

1.

(To bo continued.)

ey

_'Life of Boys
 on the Farm
I |

Tife for boys on Fluvanna farma be-
'gins in tho spring, when i
*The nlder by the river
Bhaokes out her powdery curls,
And willow buds ara sllver, |
For Httle boys and girla!!

True, they exlst through the dreary,
muddy days of winter; still It la only
s dormant state compared to tho life
that beglns on the first bright nfternoon,
when all the llttle pools of water have
disuppenred from between the lnst yenr's
corn rows and when mother takes up
her hat Inateajl of 'that ever-present
companion, her work-basket, and says,
“Now, boys, for a walk to 'the river,''
This proposition’  {a halled = by loyous
shouts from Louls and Archle, there' is
‘a scramble for hats (somohow boy's hats
are never just where thay should be),
and they are off for|the river. 5

The sun shines through & aoft haze
and the boys aro as joyous as the robln
that flits among Lhe bare twigs of 4 par-
slmmon trea over thalr heads. How the
henlthy blood bounds through thelr velns,
giving warm, rich color to cheek and lip.
How thelr spirits rlse and effervesce at
cach elastle atep, TWhat earo they it thelr
jackots are frayed and torn, and what
thought do they glve to the yawning
holes -in  their, little rhoes, | Is not ‘the
sun shining, the sky blue and the water
rippling cloar and bright?  1s not' the
clean, bright ‘sand sprezd In tempting
array hefore ihem, and oh, the nposzsi-
bilities that lletin’ that stretch of yollow
gand.  Louls, who lnst night climbed on
grandpa’s kneo and’ heard  the o off-ra-
poated storlos of how grandpa did in the
war, throws up lsenstworks and shoots
willow switch Yankess untll all the sand
Is covered with' his victlma, The more
practical  Archlo hunts rocks to throw
in the water and mako a blg “splash.'’
Then the orgtwhile goldler becomea a
sallor, ond Confederate guns and slaln
Yaonkeca turn . Into boats that glide slowly
down tha rlver out of slght.. Now mother,
who has been seated in n sheltered nook
where. the sun shone warm  and lant
herself for ' an hour to the’ hoys, now
recalls the work-baskot,  with dts torn
walata and trousers, wlth  n° slgh,  tolls
the boys 'tis timc to ko hoamo.

Thiy la hut tha beginning, The snge
grass Is to’'ba burned; the boys mn de-
lightodly, hither and thither, lighting new
plices with thelr torches, and the exclte-
mant Increases s the  blacliena] ‘space
broadens and the waves of fama 'are
caught by the wind and swept over the
fleld. Then they follow tho frat furrows
that are turned and pull: out the flah
worms. and (111 thelr pockets' with: the
wriggling, twlsting mass. Thay seratch

and when the ugly little things are un-
enrthed they watech them with delight
Jump from: their hands to the  ground.
only to ba ecnught ngain with tha 1ittle
muddy  fingers, | Molher suggests’ that
froggles are not hoppy nway from thelr
homes; then tender-hearted little Archle
trots back with them, and sald he put
them In the hola swith thelr mother and
govered them woarm' with mud,

The bahy ‘lambg must be' tended, nnd
no matter how upsightly they oppear to
grown up people, they are stmply heautl-
ful in the oyes of the boysa, As the daya
grow warmer the frayed jackols and rag-
ged phoes aro Inid nslde; tho boys cnme
put In fresh, alean walsts nnd biue denim
panta and patter over the clean-swept
yard with white, ‘tender'  feet, that are
garely trled by gravels and brlars,  Boon
tha sun and wind change the whito logs
that twinkled pbout over the fresh, green
turf Into nut brown ones, nngd the tender
font that limped so painfully over gravals
hava become ' toughened, #o  that | by
sptrawberry timg they carry tha boya far
nvar the flelds in search of the soarlet
Leauties, then carry them home ‘ngaln,
hot and tlred, but still happy, with thelr
bright Un palls Alled with the Inscloug
herrles and  vislons  of  strowberry ple
flonting boforo them,

Now comed tha haying and tha haryeat
time. What fun to fallow the mawer and
toss tha sweot, new hny nnd rida the
hay coeks 10 the barn, The dnys go by,
each bringing now  plensures nas '{he
pencher, apples and  poara relen;  Lha
raspborrles and binokberrles coma and go,
Tha trees nre ollmbed for dellcloss fox
gripes;  chinguepln “burrs apen  giving
gllmpseas of swoat brown nute; walputs
and hlokary nuts. must boe gnthered and
storad away, The persimmon loses Ita
pucker, retalning only its honeyed aweet:
noss, Thao rabbit traps are to be sat and
tha soft oonts of the unfortupate cotton
Inllg are sold by the boys at the country
stares for/half panny aploce,

Aoma folks say  the farm offers little
rmusement for boys, hut Tauls and Archie
think thoro Is lots of fun to be had on
a Wuvanne farm. L. W,

A Real Burnt Offering,

Jahnny onca heard his Bunday-schoo]
toncher miy somothing about burnt of-
ferlngs and, nt n, certaln ten, when ha
bit deeply Into o placg of cake which
wos georehed In baking, he exolalmed

rOh, mamal Now I know what g raal
burnt oftering la."

Everybody Didn't Know,

Ope cald day Ittla om, In his first
trousers, was welking out with his tiny
ovaraoat tirned back to lta utmost lmit,
when hig fathep sald to him:

wam,  button your. coat!'!

Tom hesltitod awhile,

Vool at ming,' edded hld tather,

1Y'sg,!! gajd Tom ruefully, ''but everys

En

\pody knows ygu wear [rousers

In the mud for the first frogs they hear,’

Total  Alaburserosnts daring tHE FEAT.iviseersiserasssniisesisiasssisasaisasis §1,227,008 B4 ::
e ra i a6 s s nawe 99,840,000

|| PRIAOOB. saa- s rssnisniinarassathisanannine

| [ ABBETH. ;)
Hook valus of ron! estate unlnemmberad....
Mortgagn lonns on real eatate, Arst llena,...
Tiook value of bonds (oxcluding interest, 81,640,
Cnsli in companys' 'office, $11,404.05 daponiled in
Interedt accrucd on' mortgages. ST R ETR AU
Mnrkat valie of boods and stock not Ineloding Intarest.
Net preinfume oot over threo months due.i...oeeisiieisiniinntiosraiionansonsitsss

¥ 24,400 03
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LIABILITIES, ; . 4 ' i

[}
Steam boller..
Not amonnt. of unprid elalm meeonnt.t. i e-aairiasie
As:resa!e'of.unpnld ‘lalme; nng expomses.. .
{3roEs lums upon al xpired risks runoing o

|
sdsasrasradmsasasnnibning

ear or | m ddt
X ! Unearned Fortion
Preminms, (50 Per Cant.)!
S $107,783 &8 . §60,801 7
faks pinnlng more than ane year Lrom date of
i Unenriied Fre-
mioms pro rata.
$1,141,119 .'I.ﬂn 741118 1 K
e 1, 8,000 01

Lvis $1,800,838 B
$500,000 00
741,267 T4

Atesm, bollar. ., iviivaasasis
Total oue. year: or ' loss
{Groea premiums upon all unex,

380178
mnouer

% J Praminms.
Btoam BoLEE. cuusivssrrnrrirsataintnssl §0,200,450 88

Wotn] mora than ONe FOAT o vresiesbiranesrieires
Totnl upearued promiums nnd resorys-=e cumpqtod ahove.

Total Mabilltlen. '\ ouesiicirars
Oapital stoagk J.unld up in essh... .
Hurplus’ beyoad capltal ond other

LML

1
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ierraisbienistanEii s e etui T

Total, . - 980
DURING THE TYEAR.

BUBINESE IN THE'BTATE 'OF VIRGINIA

kn Prnm!um;

i b S pieke . Loassn .| Losses

I L Written, Recalvad, Pald, Incnrred.
Htoam bllER. s s essassssasers 2,011,700 000 SIRBHHBE  $216 8 1, 82000011 95,208
(Blgmed.) I 7. M. ALLEN, Prestdent. '
Simmedd { J. D. PIERCE, Becratary.

sl Dl
te of Connecticot; Connty of Hartford—ss. { ; \ |
Siate gubﬁrlbed lclflil'lwﬂ!ﬂnt{ﬂ January 24, 1003, bafors LOUIS F, MIDDLEBROOK, Notary Pablle, -

T.L. Alfriend & Son,
Agents, No. 15 East Main Street

NNUAL STATEMENT FOR THE YEAR ENDING DECUMGER 81. 1803, OF THE OCOM
DITION  AND AFFAIRS OF THH nm::iarg ot-“““‘“ﬁoﬁi’*ﬁ?&*‘:}%"dfﬁfﬁi“ﬁ

A TORONTO, ORGANIZED UNDBR THH LAY THE . > A
To THI ANDITOR OF PUBLIO: ACCOUNTS OF ‘THB OOMMONWBALTH: OF - VIRGINLA,
PURSDANCE M0 TITH LAWS OF VIRGINIA, ; Tt
Brexidont, LON, GEORGD Al COX; Viee-Presldont, J. 1. KENNT: Bocratary, P. H. HIM|
Princlpal Offico, 13 AND FRONI  STREOET, | BAST TORONTO, (ANADA;" Gencrali Agen
in Virglola, JULIUS STRAUS;  Reslilence, d, KB,
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Organized or’ Incorporated,

RICHMOND, VA
UNB 18,1836,

. BEETS. | i ! it
(Auly recorded and belng the first Hens on the fee simple) upen
than ooe yoar's intereat is dno.,.. ... Gy

Loans on motrtgage
which! not-mora

BONDS AND BTOUKS OWNED ABSOLUTELY BY THE DOMPANY.

United States 2 per cent. bonde...... $210,000 00| - $228,8756 00
City of ' Brooklyn ' bonds,... | DU 00 22,475 00
Clty: of London bouds. . 185,000 00 . 183,530 GO
Olty of London bonda.. 16,000 00 16,480, 80
Qity of' New York bonds. 170,000 .00 173,025 /00 ¢
Central Cannda Lonn ‘& 20,000 00 20,404, 00 |
Qlty of Winnipeg: bonds... 20,000 00 21;800 oo o
Qity  of Iingaton bonds 20,0007 00 LTI 00 | ol 3!
Weat Shora HRallway  bond 12.08000 S 1847000 i
Georgla Brate bonda...... 10,000 00, 11,000.00,
ity of Toledo, O, bonda... 10,000.00, '11,480.00
L R o000 00 11458, 00
13 o ctwmpnd, ¥Ya. i s {5 1
ity of Ttiveraldo, "Cal., 25,000 00, 20,250, 00
Capade . Permanent jand v I
poration; stoek' .. |, 8,040 0O 10,728 00
loetiig LignE G 50 00, 20,000 00
Toronta, Rleetrie  Light Company - ) Y
City of Colorado Bprloge bouds..... s 25,000 00 20,083 60
Canndlan - Northern Tallway 'Co. bonde,,..... 46,000 00 &4, 550, 00
Toronte’ Bivings ‘and  Loan Co;  Debentures. 60,000 00 60,000 00
Baltimors and Ol geld Londs, o uussiriase 0,000 00 80,8158 00
New Mazico. Territorial bopds....oecveseesanrases Tratiewe 10,000 0O (200 03 et
otal mirket volua earrind out at market valus §04Z,240 00 §50T,D0T 4d 907,001
SR : bt st

Cash belonging to the company dn bonl.o.seeseas X 2
Interest dua n'nd agerued og honds not Included in value . 12,491 64
Grose premiuma (us written® Iu - the lleles) In course of eollectin morp thag CTEIPT] i

three monthe due. ... ... R T L LR R LR AL
plsb it 220 Al
of tho pompany ntate ut thelr agtual vyalue...... $1,409,803 T3
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Gross claline for adjuated and unpaid Nossen doe and to
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rrraseare § 100,883 DU
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o at - polley. Including Interest,
$649,822.63; upenrned | premiuvme

Net amount nt nnpnld losses.., ..
Gross  promiums recelved nnd rec
running one year or luss from
oromivime on perpatual fra risk
B0 er cunt ) v e s s s sy
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running  mora thnn one yFoar trom date of polley,

....... $410,411 20
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001,220,281 uns.
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od premlums (pro FREA) e Creraursearer ey Ciiasierasenne B13,008 B2 i
Omnla‘lmi}lrnml.lu:;u“ ‘f"ll‘d.‘lll‘l‘!’[ll bath eash and.bills) recelved and racelvable ) iy
upon sl unexplred Inlupd navigation rlaks, $52,0649,156; unearped preo-
o e (00 e GO s i radaivabla on ail e Lo
roan’ promiuma (gish Ao U L~ AR
oxpired mnrine rlsks 60 per cout, op Hme hulls. . 10,200 07
frota] unearndd premiuma ns computed mboye. .. AR AT I E AR rs TT8,505 2a
Cowmifesions, brokerage auil othor eharges duo and to coms dus fo ngents and '
brokers, on prumuma gald wodlu coyree of collettIon oy v ssrarasi s ansnananas 45,200 48 '
i ————
ffotal amount of all labilitios excapt eapitel atock AnA DRE BOTEIO8, cavenapanres § D47.487 [+
Surpiie beyond capita) and all other TS P s s hataatgigidieg KR A T T

s
Aggregats amount of all Uabilitlen {neluding patd up capital stock and net surplus §1,400,803 18
RECQEIPTS DURING THE YEAR,

Maring and L
i Fira, . nland. A
Groas preminme and bills onpald st closs of Inst year.,., § 218,748 03 § #0,103 75
Not collugted,y onersrorsnarinss rrerareaiearaaseassaaeyey 8 218,748 53 § BO,103 70
Gross prewmiums oo risks written and renewed dnrlng' tho i
FEOLL . oo nsarnn auvetnrprsty dnstrarapeee 1,607,014 7T 801,107 OO
Total, vaveerts wisearey B1,T26,703 80 - §387,311 28
Doduet grons
& thii“dl(a .r:‘n.‘. 245,857 D4 88,044 03
1 tro premiume collectsd Auelng the Fear..i..sssepevi. Bl 450,410 83  BB01,104 Td
e D eunce. rahnte, abatement und relnrn premiuma ~ 888684 47 745,067 70 :
e st A
Net cash veloally pecelved for premlums. .. $1,000,825 8D $256,400 00 §1,p02,83 M
o i

Tecelved for interent and dividepds on utoeks wnd 'I;&;Iitii,' wollateral loans, and fr

Ul OUHET BONTEHE, vy rrsstpsnrangretaresnreiestaasisageetasinnts #0570, 8
T

Aggregate amount of rocalpte nctunlly recelved during the year lo cBBh, waneee §1,882,808 18
! DISBUREEMENTS DURING THE YEAR, :

Marloe and
; 14 for logsen (lucluding $50,006.29 LAl Inisan,
s nmount actuall nld for: logsea (loeluding Rikli B
um'lnnau ogourring i’n uprwlunl FRUTB) uvqearonsbrineineny $TE7,000 DO §342,010 04
Deduct a1l amounts pctuslly recelved for snlvngu _{[\Vl.ll!th-
or on logkes of the lust op of previous years) §12, 780,88
and 4l smounts actually recelved for relosurance in
other compunles, §108,008,80.  Tofal dodyotion, s vaares  TH,6TH BT 432,283 a3 :
Net smonnt pald durlog tho year for lossed, §050,048 B3 BIUD,T47 41 § BAS,A3A T
l“:ill for commlyelon of brokeruge P S et el iR 244,078 6l
Puld for sslaplus, feed or other o gleckn, sgents spd sll olber
LT L e R R R Frtre vrapretnsanaLe 0,138 48
Pald for é:m wnid Tocal thxve In thie and otler Blutes, .. frrraes 1Y 40HET be
narnreresnersresnen o 405,409 B8

All otber puyments sud L PeGAUTel, sy ryrarrararsiranrires
Aggregate

L aaiea v

Risks wWeltteR, sorepsaeaees
Premiums recelved (gross
Lordes puld. oo,

Loused  juouried, covepannrerary oy 'y
Bigned, . J. KENNY, Yice:Prealdont,
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JULIUS STRAUS & SON, Agents,
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